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a b s t r a c t

Major trace gases have absorption lines in mid-IR. We propose silicon-on-sapphire waveguides at mid-IR
for gas sensing based on evanescent field absorption. This can provide a general platform for
multipurpose sensing of different types of gases in a reusable fashion. Three types of waveguides (strip,
rib and slot) are investigated on their geometrical dependence of evanescent-field ratio (EFR) and
propagation loss to serve as the proposed gas sensor. Slot waveguide provides the highest EFR (425%) in
mid-IR with moderate dimension, but its fabrication can be more challenging and its high loss (�10 dB/cm)
impairs the sensing resolution and necessitates higher input power in longer waveguides. Strip and rib
waveguides can achieve similar EFR with smaller dimensions. We analyze the detection of CO2 in
atmosphere based on its mid-IR absorption peak at �4.23 mm as a case study. Numerical analysis based
on up-to-date commercial mid-IR detector parameters shows that a resolution of 2 ppm, 5 ppm and
50 ppm can be achieved in cooled InSb, room-temperature HgCdTe and room-temperature PbSe
detectors respectively by using 1 cm waveguides. Effect of waveguide loss also has been investigated.

& 2013 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Gas sensors have found wide applications and high demands in
chemistry, biology, medicine, manufacturing and environmental
industry [1]. Major types of gas sensors include catalytic, electro-
chemical, thermal, ultrasonic, semiconductor and infrared sensors.
Their detection mechanisms can rely on the thermal, chemical,
mechanical, electrical or optical property of the functional material [2].
However, most of these sensors are bulky and some even require a
thermal management system [2]. Their integrability and portabil-
ity are limited and they are not applicable in scenarios where
limited space is available. It is attractive to have miniature sensors
that could be fitted into small chip areas. In this way, they could be
integrated with on-chip control and processing circuits to build a
chip-scale sensing system, which can be deployed in distributed
sensing networks. Chip-level gas sensors have been demonstrated
using micro-ring resonators and Mach–Zehnder interferometers in
near-IR spectrum [3,4]. They both utilize the refractive index
variation due to different types and concentrations of the gas
immersing the evanescent field. However, the refractive index
change by the gas itself alone in these sensors is too small to be
detected. A film is often required to be coated on device surfaces to
enhance the refractive index variation and hence to increase the
sensitivity. However, a particular film is often reactive to only one

type of gas and different materials have to be deposited for different
gas species. Hence, a general-purpose sensor is not applicable. More-
over, the response time is also limited by the chemical or physical
reaction rate and its lifetime is usually short. To probe further, besides
refractive index change, gas type and concentration also affect the
absorption experienced by the evanescent field. This property in
planar waveguides can be also utilized to achieve gas sensing as has
been shown in fiber optics [5–7]. While fiber optics and waveguide
technology are well-developed and become mature in the famous
near-IR telecommunication band, there are very few types of indust-
rially or environmentally important gases with absorption peaks in the
near-IR wavelengths. In contrast, the mid-IR spectrum window con-
tains absorption peaks for a wide variety of trace gases, including H2O,
CO, CO2, NO, N2O, NO2 and CH4 [5,8]. If viable waveguide-based
sensors for these gases are available at affordable price, they can be
integrated with electrical circuitry to support system-on-chip applica-
tions for chemical, biological, industrial and environmental monitor-
ing. Unfortunately, the SOI and fiber technology cannot be extended
easily to mid-IR due to the strong loss associated with the oxide layer.
Free-standing silicon waveguides with air substrate are proposed to
circumvent this limitation in mid-IR [8–10]. However, this type of
waveguide is unstable mechanically or optically in the long term
especially under harsh natural conditions, where the sensors usually
are. Another way to circumvent the substrate loss is to use a non-lossy
substrate material. Among many proposed candidates, sapphire has
gained popularity for its superior mechanical and thermal stability
and a transparency window up to �6 mm. Silicon-on-sapphire
(SOS) waveguides are proposed and proven to be a good mid-IR
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alternative to SOI in the near-IR [11–16]. With the abundance of
gas absorption peaks in the mid-IR spectra, SOS platform can
support the detection of all the gas species mentioned earlier.

In this paper, we propose an evanescent field absorption gas
sensor based on SOS waveguide in mid-IR wavelength. This
provides a general solution to the sensing of different trace gases,
which could result in inexpensive and robust miniature gas
sensors with fast response and large reusability. Another advan-
tage is that the platform can potentially be used to detect different
types of gases at the same time with broadband mid-IR sources
(e.g. thermal radiators). The mid-IR optical signal can be detected
indirectly using silicon waveguide and near-IR detectors [16,17].
Meanwhile, mid-IR sources are getting available also through the
parametric process in silicon waveguides [18,19]. Also integrated
mid-IR detectors on a silicon substrate have been also demon-
strated [20,21]. With further advancements in mid-IR photonics,
an on-chip gas sensing system would become possible in the
foreseeable future. The paper is organized mainly in three parts.
We first present the sensing mechanism of the proposed SOS
waveguide based absorption evanescent sensor. The SOS wave-
guide is then designed for high detection resolution of the target
gas concentration. Evanescent field ratio (EFR) is defined as the
ratio of evanescent field power in the cladding to the total power
of the waveguide mode. The geometrical dependence of EPR, as
well as propagation loss, provides a guideline for the design of SOS
waveguide for mid-IR absorption sensing application. In particular,
three types of common waveguides (strip, rib and slot wave-
guides) are included in the design. Although all three types are
capable of delivering a platform to sense the target gas with high
resolution, slot waveguide is shown to possess the highest EFR
values with moderate dimension and hence higher sensing per-
formance if other conditions are the same. However, it is more
fabrication intensive and prone to having higher propagation loss,
which makes a higher input power necessary to compensate the
loss and to maintain acceptable sensing resolution for longer wave-
guides. On the other hand, rib waveguide offers the lowest propaga-
tion loss among the three types, favoring its application as an
evanescent gas sensor. In the end, we apply this sensing mechanism
to detect CO2 concentration fluctuation at the atmospheric base level.
Our analysis based on the up-to-date mid-IR detector parameters
shows that a resolution as low as 2 ppm can be readily achieved with
these waveguides at atmospheric environment.

2. Evanescent absorption sensing

As light travels through the silicon waveguide, most of the
energy is confined within the silicon core. However, as shown in
Fig. 1, there will be also evanescent field extending to the substrate

region and cladding region formed by the surrounding media.
In the cladding, the wave interacts with the gas surrounding the
waveguide and goes through power attenuation if the light
wavelength is properly aligned with the absorption lines of the
gas. The absorption is dependent on the concentration of the
target gas. The power transmitted through the waveguide can be
characterized using the Beer–Lambert law as follows [5]:

IðcÞ ¼ I0expð�ηεcl�α0lÞ ð1Þ

I0 is the input power to the waveguide; ε and c are the absorption
coefficient and concentration of the target gas, respectively. l is the
length of the waveguide and α0 is the intrinsic loss of the
waveguide, including the linear loss and coupling loss distributed
along the waveguide length. It is noteworthy that the gas absorp-
tion will result in excess loss on top of static loss of the system and
it is this incremental loss that is critical for the sensing. The
influence of variation on the coupling loss can be minor because
the system can be sealed mechanically. We will analyze the
influence of different static propagation losses on the sensing
performance in the forthcoming sections. η is the evanescent field
ratio (EFR), which is defined as the ratio of evanescent field power
in the cladding gas to the total modal power:

η¼∬Gas S
!

d n! dx dyC∬All S
!

d n! dx dy ð2Þ

where S
!

is the Poynting Vector of the mode field in the
waveguide and n! is the normal vector to the waveguide cross-
section. By differentiating Eq. (1) with respect to the concentration c,
we get the sensor's sensitivity to the change of the gas concentra-
tion as follows:

S¼ dI
dc

¼ �ηεlI0expð�ηεcl�α0lÞ ð3Þ

The light at the output is detected with mid-IR detectors. Commercial
mid-IR detectors include photoconductive, photovoltaic and thermal
detectors. Since thermal detectors are too slow and suffer from
thermal drifting issue, only photoconductive (PC) and photovoltaic
(PV) detectors are analyzed here. Photovoltaic detectors absorb
photons with energy beyond and near their band-gap to generate
current. Because the energy associated with mid-IR photons corre-
sponds to a narrow band-gap, thermal generation can result in
considerable dark current. Low temperature operation is always
necessary to suppress dark current and the shot noise associated
with it. The noise components in photovoltaic detectors include
thermal noise, shot noise and flicker noise. If a low-pass filter is
inserted to eliminate flicker noise, the total noise i2n;pv will mainly
consist of thermal noise i2n;th and shot noise i2n;sh as follows:

i2n;th ¼ 4ðkbT=RLÞFnBe ð4Þ

Fig. 1. Schematics of the evanescent absorption gas sensor: (a) cross-sectional view and (b) side view.
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i2n;sh ¼ 2q½RIðcÞþ id�Be ð5Þ

where RL is load resistance, Fn is the circuitry noise figure, R is the
responsivity of the detector, Be is the electrical bandwidth, and IðcÞ
is the incident power to the mid-IR detector [22]. In the photo-
conductive mode, photo-generated carriers change the conductiv-
ity of the medium and lead to a change in the voltage across the
medium. Due to different detection mechanisms, the noise com-
position in photoconductive detectors is also different from
photovoltaic ones. Main noise components in photoconductive
detectors include thermal noise, generation–recombination noise
(GR-noise), background noise, flicker noise and also the noise
transferred from voltage supply. While supply voltage induced
noise can be minimized to negligible level by using low noise
voltage supplies and flicker noise also can be eliminated by low-
pass filters, the total noise i2n;pc mainly includes thermal noise i2n;th,
GR-noise i2n;gr and background noise i2n;bg [23,24]:

i2n;gr ¼
Z Be

0

4qi0ΓG

ð1þ4π2f 2τ2Þ
df ¼ 2qi0ΓG

πτ
tan �1ð2πBeτÞ ð6Þ

i2n;bg ¼ q2ϕAEBBBe ð7Þ

where τ is average carrier lifetime, i0 is the total generation current, ΓG

is the current gain, ϕ is quantum efficiency, A is active detector area,

EBB ¼
R λc
0 ελ 2πc

λ4
1

ehc=λkbT �1

h i
dλ is the total photon flux density with λc

being the cut-off wavelength and ελ the emissivity for the window
material.

There is also noise associated with the intensity fluctuation of
the light source. This intensity noise will be also attenuated by the
waveguide and can be referred to the input of the detector as
optical noise power [24]:

I2RIN ¼ RIN I20Beexpð�2ηεcl�2α0lÞ ð8Þ
where RIN is the relative intensity noise of the laser. The detector
noises i2n;pv and i2n;pc can be also referred to optical power at the
detector input as follows:

I2n;pv ¼
i2n;pv
R2 ¼ i2n;thþ i2n;sh

R2 ð9Þ

I2n;pc ¼
i2n;pcR

2
L

R2 ¼ ði2n;thþ i2n;grþ i2n;bgÞR2
L

R2 ð10Þ

The total intensity-referred noise will determine the limit of
detectable optical power level. Combining with the sensitivity in
Eq. (3), we can derive the resolution of the gas sensor Δc, defined
as the minimum resolvable gas concentration fluctuation for a
signal-to-noise ratio greater than unity, using PV or PC detectors as
follows:

Δc¼

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
I2n;pv þ I2RIN

p
jSj ; PVffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

I2n;pc þ I2RIN
p

jSj ; PC

8>><
>>:

ð11Þ

3. Waveguide design

According to Eq. (3), in order to increase the detection sensi-
tivity, the waveguides need to be designed for maximum gas–field
interaction to achieve a large η value. A waveguide with small
electrical dimension is generally desired to support strong eva-
nescent field [25]. In this paper, we investigate three types of SOS
waveguides, including strip, rib and slot waveguides, for absorp-
tion based gas sensing in mid-IR as shown in Fig. 2. W and H are
the width and height of waveguide, respectively. T is the thickness
of the dielectric slab layer in rib waveguide and S is the width of
the slot in slot waveguide. As an example, we design the
waveguide for the wavelength of 4.23 mm, which corresponds to
an absorption line of CO2 in mid-IR. The simulated η values will be
used in the case study of CO2 sensing in the next section.

In strip waveguide, both quasi-TE and quasi-TM modes are of
interest for field enhancement, because the gas will be interacting
with the evanescent field on the top and at the two sidewalls of
the waveguide. For quasi-TE mode, the dominant electrical field is
in the horizontal direction, which will be enhanced at the gas
interface with the sidewalls to satisfy the electrical displacement
continuity condition, εSiESi ¼ εGasEGas. The electrical field jumps up
due to lower dielectric constant in the gas compared to silicon core
as shown in Fig. 3(b) and (c). In this case, the electrical field is
almost as strong as in the waveguide core. As the waveguide gets
narrower, the mode gets squeezed and the evanescent field can
jump to a even higher level and hence produces pronounced
enhancement. This, in turn, leads to an increase in the EFR as
shown in Fig. 3(a). However, there is a limit on the benefit we can
gain out of narrowing the waveguide. When W gets too small
(Wo0.8 mm in this case), the quasi-TE mode gets leaky and it is no
longer supported as a guiding mode. EFR saturates for large W
values because the energy will mostly be confined laterally in the
silicon core and most of the evanescent field will be from the top–
wall interface. In the vertical direction, however, EFR depends less
heavily on the waveguide height H. This is because the tangential
electrical field in this case is continuous and no enhancement can
be expected from the dielectric constant discontinuity. Never-
theless, EFR still becomes larger as we shrink H, especially when H
is small. In the quasi-TM mode, vertical electrical field is dominant.
And for the same reason as in the quasi-TE mode, the evanescent
field will be enhanced at the top cladding as shown in Fig. 4(b) and
(c). The EFR is sensitive to waveguide height and it depends on H
in a similar fashion as it does on W in the quasi-TE mode, Fig. 4(c).
Meanwhile, greater waveguide width still reduces the EFR. Leaky
mode will also come into play when W and H become too small.

Rib waveguide provides more design freedom by inserting a
silicon slab layer to aid wave guiding. Achievable EFR can exceed
that in strip waveguide, because modes can remain guided for
smaller dimensions. At the same time, the bell shape mode profile
also leads to more evanescent field distribution in the cladding
region near the two shoulder corners where the gas resides. Since
the quasi-TE mode in rib waveguide has considerable portion of
field distributed in the two shoulders of the rib [26], the EFR is

Fig. 2. Three main types of waveguides investigated: (a) strip, (b) rib and (c) slot waveguides.
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sensitive to slab thickness T as shown in Fig. 5. When W is small,
larger T tends to give smaller EFR. Interestingly, this tendency is
gently reversed when the ridge gets wider. To understand this by
examining the mode profiles, when W is small, there is consider-
able field distribution in the corner between the ridge shoulder
and the slab and the increasing of H will push the gas out of this
region. This results in a drop in the EFR values. When W is
relatively large, this contribution is diminished due to weak field
distribution in the corner. However, thickening the slab will shift
the overall mode up slightly and hence increase the EFR contribu-
tion from the top waveguide wall. EFR lessens as W or H increases
due to better confinement in the waveguide core in both cases.
Quasi-TM mode in rib waveguide has most of its energy concen-
trated in the center ridge and EFR is hence insensitive to slab
height T as shown in Fig. 6. And higher H degrades EFR, but less
prominently as H gets larger for the same reason as stated before.

Slot waveguide is widely investigated in evanescent field based
applications, since it typically provides good field–matter interac-
tion in the slot [3]. For the slot waveguide shown in Fig. 2(c), only
quasi-TE is investigated because evanescent field in the slot is
enhanced in this mode. As shown in Fig. 7, slot width plays an
important role in determining EFR. When the S/W ratio is high,
mode distribution will be squeezed into the slot region and EFR is

dominated by the field enhancement in the slot. Although the slot
area would get smaller as S decreases, the evanescent field
enhancement in the slot overtakes the slot area decrease and
maximum achievable EFR could still improve from 22% for
S¼0.4 mm to 27% for S¼0.2 mm. Meanwhile, the optimal W for
maximum EFR also increases proportionally with S. With moder-
ate S/W ratio, the area of slot is critical and greater S provides
slightly higher EFR. When S/W ratio is small, however, the mode
will be mostly concentrated in silicon grooves and the EFR values
are insensitive to the slot width. In the vertical dimension,
decreased H will help to boost EFR due to stronger evanescent
field in the cladding.

It is clear from Section 2 that, besides the evanescent-field
ratio, loss in the system also plays a critical role in sensor
performance. For instance, the coupling loss is important in
determining the coupling intensity. However, the analysis of
coupling loss is subject to the choice of coupling methods and
light sources; hence instead of providing a detailed and lengthy
analysis we assume a pessimistic estimation of �15 dB coupling
loss in the next section. Meanwhile, we also want to point out that
the static coupling loss can always be compensated by increasing
the input power. Alternatively, the waveguide propagation loss,
mainly including scattering loss and substrate leakage, is strongly

Fig. 4. Quasi-TM mode in strip waveguide: (a) EFR versus waveguide height, (b) mode distribution at 4.23 mm (W¼1.3 mm, H¼1 mm), and (c) normalized Ey field along
Y direction.

Fig. 3. Quasi-TE mode in strip waveguide: (a) EFR versus waveguide width, (b) mode distribution at 4.23 mm (W¼1 mm, H¼0.6 mm), and (c) normalized Ex field along X
direction.

Y. Huang et al. / Optics Communications 313 (2014) 186–194 189



dependent on the waveguide geometries. In this section, we will
investigate propagation loss for different waveguide types and
geometries. There has been extensive study on the modeling of
waveguide scattering loss, notably 2D volume–current method
(VCM) [27], 3D VCM [28,29] and 3D coupled-mode method [30].
While the 2D VCMs are simple, they are limited to simple
waveguide geometries in homogeneous medium and the loss
can be substantially overestimated [29]. Here we employed the
3D VCM proposed in [29] due to its high accuracy and applicability
to complex waveguide geometries. In this method, the scattering
from the rough sidewalls is modeled as an effective volume
current density expressed as follows [29]:

J
!¼ � iωε0ðn2

1�n2
2Þ E
!ð0; yÞδðxÞδðzÞ ð12Þ

E
!ð0; yÞ is electrical field along the sidewall calculated from an

FEM mode solver [31]. n1and n2 are refractive indices inside and
outside the waveguide core, respectively. We then calculate the far-
field radiation with this elementary current density in the same
dielectric waveguide using a 3D FEM solver [31]. The scattering loss
αsc is then derived by integrating the far-field power density flow
on a 2D surface enclosing the current density to get the total
power radiated from the excitation as follows:

αsc ¼ 2∯Σð S
!

d r!Þ ~C ðβ�nik0 cos θÞdS ð13Þ

~C ðξÞ � 2s2Lc
1þL2c ξ

2
ð14Þ

Fig. 5. EFR versus waveguide width for the quasi-TE mode in rib waveguide: (a) grouped with different slab thicknesses and (b) grouped with different waveguide heights.

Fig. 6. EFR versus waveguide width for the quasi-TM mode in rib waveguide: (a) grouped with different slab thicknesses and (b) grouped with different waveguide heights.

Fig. 7. EFR versus waveguide width for the quasi-TE mode in slot waveguide: (a) grouped with different slot spacings and (b) grouped with different waveguide heights.
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The integration is weighted by the array factor from the
interference within the coherent length of the waveguide. S

!
is

the far-field power flow vector from the 3D simulation. ~C ðξÞ is the
Fourier Transform of the roughness autocorrelation function. s is
the standard deviation of the surface roughness and Lc is the
roughness coherent length. In order to estimate the values for
sand Lc for SOS waveguides, we use curve-fitting at two different
wavelengths according to measured loss values from [14] and then
we get the estimated values of s¼ 13:4 nm and Lc ¼ 62:8 nm.
We also include the top and bottom waveguide roughness of
s¼ 2:6 nmaccording to [32]. Meanwhile, we also considered the
mode leakage loss by propagating the calculated mode for 1 cm
using the beam propagation method.

The total propagation loss for all three types of waveguides is
shown in Fig. 8. Strip waveguide shows a loss of 2–5 dB/cm for
both quasi-TE and quasi-TM modes. The loss in the quasi-TM mode
is generally lower than that in the quasi-TE mode for the same
waveguide dimensions possibly due to the field enhancement at
the sidewalls as shown in Fig. 3. Increasing waveguide width
reduces the propagation loss by weakening the electrical field at
the two sidewalls for both TE and TM modes. The propagation loss
for the rib waveguide is much smaller than that for the strip
waveguide, ranging from 0.9 dB/cm to 1.9 dB/cm. Quasi-TE mode is
more sensitive to the waveguide width. We think that there are
two reasons for this. First, the field enhancement at the sidewalls
provides more momentum in the loss evolution. Second, the bell-
shape mode distribution in quasi-TE mode favors lower loss when
the waveguide is wide enough. Most notably, the slot waveguide
suffers from considerably higher loss than the other two. The total
loss can be as high as 7.5–10 dB/cm for the geometries under
investigation. Just as the loss in strip and rib waveguides, the loss
in the slot waveguide is also positively related with the EFR due to
the fact that stronger evanescent field also means stronger
electrical field at the sidewalls, which will be scattered. However,
the propagation loss seems to be suppressed when the slot is
narrow compared to wider slots. This is because narrower slot will
trap the radiation better and result in smaller far-field radiations.
Moreover, we found that the losses due to the sidewall roughness
are more dominant and the scattering from top/bottom surfaces is
negligibly small (o0.2 dB/cm for all cases).

All three types of waveguides are capable of achieving EFR as
high as 420%. However, the quasi-TE mode would generally offer
a higher EFR and field–gas interaction. To achieve the same level of

EFR, channel waveguide and rib waveguide have to be pushed to a
smaller dimension than that of the slot waveguide. Among the
three types of waveguides, rib waveguide shows the lowest loss,
o2 dB/cm as estimated, and slot waveguide suffers from the
largest propagation loss, as high as 10 dB/cm. The propagation loss
is also strongly correlated with the EPR values in different wave-
guide geometries. Higher EPR values often come at the price of
higher propagation loss. Since these intrinsic loss terms are static
and the proposed sensing mechanism is based on the incremental
loss due to the absorbing gas, we can always increase the incident
power to compensate waveguide loss as will be shown in the next
section, which presents the sensing of CO2 gas in the atmosphere as
a case study.

4. CO2 sensing

Providing moderate EFR values, these waveguides can be
incorporated to form evanescent field absorption gas sensors.
As an example, we calculate the sensing resolution of CO2

fluctuation in the atmosphere using parameters from commercial
detectors and laser. The incident power of the input light source is
set at 10 mW and its RIN is �139 dBc/Hz [33]. The base concen-
tration c of CO2 is chosen to be the latest atmospheric level of
396.8 ppm [34]. The absorption coefficient of CO2 is 1214 L cm�1/
mol [35]. We first investigate the impact of EPR values by assuming a
waveguide propagation loss of 4 dB/cm [13,14]. The total coupling loss
is assumed to be �15 dB [36]. We investigate the system performance
using three types of mid-IR detectors: InSb, HgCdTe and PbSe
detectors. The former is a liquid nitrogen cooled photovoltaic detector
and the latter two are room-temperature photoconductive detectors.
As presented in Table 1, their operating parameters are adopted from
commercial manufactures, e.g. Vigo and Hamamatsu [37,38].

Fig. 9 shows the sensitivity of the gas sensor for different EFR
values and waveguide lengths. As we increase the length of
waveguide employed in the sensor, the sensitivity first increases
and then decreases after reaching the peak value. The increase is a
result of longer interaction path. When the path length gets longer
than the optimal value, however, the sensitivity begins to drop due
to the over-attenuation of the signal, which can be alleviated by
lowering the intrinsic loss. This poses a direct incentive for
fabrication of low loss waveguides. As expected, high EFR gives
rise to higher sensitivity. It is also noteworthy that the optimum

Fig. 8. Total propagation loss for three types of waveguides simulated using the volume–current method and beam-propagation method: (a) strip waveguide, H¼0.6 mm;
(b) rib waveguide, H¼0.6 mm and T¼0.3 mm and (c) slot waveguide, H¼0.6 mm.
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waveguide length for peak sensitivity is larger for higher EFR
values.

Fig. 10 shows the gas sensing resolution for different waveguide
lengths and EFR values using the three types of detectors. As the
waveguide length increases from zero, the sensing resolution
increases (Δc gets smaller) due to the increase in sensitivity.
However, the resolution starts to drop as L increases further in
HgCdTe and PbSe detectors. The reason for this is that thermal
noise dominates in these room-temperature detectors and the

lowering of sensitivity directly diminishes the resolution perfor-
mance. This is, however, not the case in InSb detector. In the
cooled photovoltaic detector, thermal noise is largely suppressed
and shot noise dominates. The drop in sensitivity is compensated
by the reduction of shot noise due to lower input power to the
detector. Optimal detection resolution can be achieved in wave-
guides of about 1 cm. A sensing resolution of 2 ppm, 5 ppm and
50 ppm can be achieved in cooled InSb, room-temperature HgCdTe
and room-temperature PbSe detectors respectively. The resolution
performance is comparable to the state-of-art benchmarks for CO2

sensors in the market: 3 ppm in [39] and 1 ppm in [40,41].
The speed of the sensor is limited by the mid-IR detector. By
detecting the mid-IR signal indirectly using the same SOS platform
and near-IR detectors as proposed in [16,17], real-time high-speed
sensing is achievable. The resolution can even be boosted using
quasi-phase-matching based amplification enhancement techni-
ques in silicon waveguides [42,43].

We also studied the impact of different propagation losses and
input powers on the detection resolution. Fig. 11 shows the calculated
sensing resolution based on different propagation losses (4 dB/cm and
10 dB/cm) and input powers (10 mW and 50mW) when they are
detected by the same three types of detectors. As expected, the
increase in propagation loss over-attenuated the signal and led to
the degradation of the detection resolution when the waveguide was
too long. However, as expected we can still compensate the loss by
increasing the incident power at the input. As shown in Fig. 11, the
sensing resolution for high loss waveguide can be restored, or even be
boosted by increasing the input power from 10mW to 50mW for all
three types of mid-IR detectors.

5. Summary

In summary, strip, rib and slot waveguides are designed for high
evanescent field ratio to increase sensing resolution of the proposed
evanescent field absorption gas sensor. Slot waveguide can provide the
highest EFR (425%) in mid-IR with moderate waveguide dimension,
but its fabrication is more challenging especially when slot width is
small for high EFR. And its propagation loss is also much higher than

Table 1
Detector parameters used in calculation.

T (K) λop (μm) R RL (Ω) Id NEP (W/Hz1/2)

PbSe 300 4.0 3�103 [V/W] 0.3 M N/A 8�10�11

HgCdTe 293 4.0 3�103 [V/W] 1 K N/A 3.1�10�12

InSb 77 4.0 2.5 [A/W] 1 M 10 μA 5.5�10�13

Fig. 9. Sensitivity, S, of the evanescent absorption gas sensor for different evanescent
field ratios and waveguide lengths. An EFR of 0.2 provides about twice the sensitivity of
that given by an EFR of 0.1.

Fig. 10. Sensing resolution for different waveguide lengths with typical EFR values. Best sensing resolution of 2 ppm, 5 ppm and 50 ppm can be achieved in cooled InSb,
room-temperature HgCdTe and room-temperature PbSe detectors respectively in �1 cm waveguides.
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those of other two types, which makes higher input power necessary
to achieve acceptable sensing resolution. Strip and rib waveguides can
achieve similar EFR with smaller dimension. Moreover, rib waveguide
can achieve propagation loss as low as o2 dB/cm, which also favors
its application as an evanescent absorption sensor. As an example,
we analyze the detection resolution for CO2 in atmosphere based
on the EFR values at the CO2 absorption peak (4.23 mm). Our
analysis shows that a resolution of 2 ppm, 5 ppm and 50 ppm can
be achieved in cooled InSb, room-temperature HgCdTe and room-
temperature PbSe detectors respectively in �1 cm waveguides
with moderate input power. This resolution is adequate for many
environmental applications.
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